[image: image3.jpg]i¥s. | Catchment Management
‘L‘L" Authority
sovemment | Murrumbidgee







[image: image1.jpg]i¥s. | Catchment Management
‘L‘L" Authority
sovemment | Murrumbidgee








Innovation in Sustainable Farm Practices Award 
Winner: 
Environmental Champions Program - Ricegrowers Association

The Environmental Champions Program provides a strategic delivery mechanism to achieve long term sustainability and demonstrate environmental achievements to the wider community. 

It was developed through an inclusive process involving farmers and all relevant stakeholders and focuses on engaging people in change while taking a holistic approach to managing the agricultural landscape. Over 250 growers or 25% of the industry has participated in the program.

The Program has built the capacity of rice growers, and has improved landholders understanding of natural resource management issues, allowing them to create their solutions to change the way they manage natural resources.

Urban Landcare Award 

Highly commended: 
Queanbeyan Landcare Inc.
Queanbeyan Landcare’s work combines conservation, regeneration and maintenance of natural areas on the city’s fringe with concerted efforts to improve urban biodiversity, amenity and quality of life.   A key focus is the Queanbeyan River, which has the rare distinction of supporting an urban platypus population, and includes both fringe and CBD Landcare sites
Winner: 
Glenys Patulny (Southern ACT Catchment Group)
Glenys Patunly has been the driving force behind the Southern ACT Catchment Group since inception and is arguably one of the hardest working volunteers in our Landcare network. Sitting as an executive on 6 organisations and assisting with at least 3 others, she travels around the country to attend regular forums. Glenys has the unique ability to think strategically about issues and act with foresight to achieve terrific environmental and community engagement outcomes, which are equally important goals in any Urban Landcare initiative. Glenys passion and energy enabled her to pursue individual objectives of awareness raising and engagement while maintaining a firm focus on the long-term goals of water quality improvement in the Tuggeranong Catchment.

Indigenous Award 

Highly commended:
Balranald Inc.
The Balranald Inc Committee gave a mandate to its Indigenous Sub-Committee to initiate projects and programs that would support education and employment for the local Indigenous community. This included the instigation and Project Management of the Lowbidgee Aboriginal Heritage Mapping Project.

The project employed and trained 4 local aboriginal people for the mapping and recording of numerous cultural sites on local properties.

Not only did the participants develop new skills through on ground experience and training, they gained new found confidence and self-esteem, along with mutual repsect and developing relationships with the landholders and the local community.

Winner:
Rod Mason (Bredbo)
Rod Mason is a respected Ngarigo elder and Traditional Land Manager.  He has devoted himself to sharing traditional knowledge and teaching Traditional Land Management Practices to both indigenous and non-indigenous land managers. It is his dream to see them adopt Traditional Practices themselves. Rod’s deep knowledge for his country has been recognised and respected 
and he is the custodian of the Murrumbidgee River headwaters and the creeks and rivers that run into it and the Snowy River.

For more than 20 years Rod has applied and shared his knowledge through his on-ground ‘show and tell’ style and has held various positions with the National Parks and Wildlife Service.

Rod is also an accomplished artist and has sold a painting to the likes of Hilary Clinton and has created spears using traditional methods for the National Museum in Canberra.

Education Award 

Highly commended:
Henty Public School
Henty Public School strive to incorporate environmental education in the classroom, playground and at the Fiveways Travelling Stock Reserve. Students from Kindergarten to Year 6 regularly visit the Reserve to participate in a range of enhancement and environmental education activities such as tree planting, weed identification, scavenger hunts, orienteering, cultural heritage awareness and art appreciation activities.  A range of sustainable practices are also implemented on the school grounds, with reclaimed water used to water the playground, large rainwater tanks installed to service the school toilets, the establishment of a school vegetable garden and regular recycling and composting. Environmental education and values are integrated into all aspects of teaching and learning in a meaningful way and are promoted at home and to the wider community.
Winner:
Monaro High School Environmental Education Group
Monaro High School’s Environmental Education Group involves students from years 7-12, who work together with a mentoring teacher to raise awareness and address environmental issues as prioritised by the student group.  The group, which to date has an impressive record of achievements, has shown the acute sensibility and awareness of Monaro High School’s students of environmental issues, their community and beyond to encompass the globe.  In each case, the group has found practical and positive actions that aim to raise awareness or work towards solutions while engaging their school and wider community. 

Through the group students have proved their ability to contribute in a positive way, learn leadership and be able to link in with their own community of which they will themselves be the stewards of the future.

Landcare Community Group Award 

Highly commended:
Lachlan Fold Wildlife Action Group Inc.
Lachlan Fold Wildlife Action Group is a new, grassroots organisation which has evolved specifically in response to landholder concerns about the loss of Glossy Black-cockatoo habitat.  The Riverina Glossy Black-cockatoo Endangered Population is threatened by the loss and degradation of habitat. This project aims to address the shortage by erecting nest boxes in numbers sufficient to significantly improve the population's reproductive output.

Winner:
Tarabandra Hills Box Gum Biolinks Project

The South West Slopes is one of the most cleared landscapes in NSW. Small patches of woodland remain, however these remnants are isolated and unrestricted stock access has made them vulnerable. Over the past 4 years a small group of dedicated landholders in the Tarrabandra area near South Gundagai have been working together to address this problem. During this time they have engaged a number of stakeholders to help them create 47ha of native vegetation corridors to link areas of remnant vegetation. What makes this project outstanding is that 12 adjoining landholders are now working together to make a significant difference to their landscape.
Landcare Facilitator/Coordinator Award 
Winner: 
Louise Hufton (Harden Murrumburrah Landcare Group HMLG)
The role of Landcare facilitator seems to have been written specifically for Louise. She has spent just on two decades driving fundamental, cultural and philosophical change in our region, resulting in a community of Land managers who are highly educated, informed, progressive and enthusiastic. She continuously explores every avenue for bringing people who can share knowledge together. One of the secrets to her success is the fact that she lives out the Landcare ethos every day on the family farm. So when she is putting in her all to help others make improvements to the land, it is from a position that she understands, the significant difference between ‘knowing the road’ and ‘walking the road’. For that reason and others, she commands a vast amount of respect from anyone wanting to get involved in Landcare in this district and surrounding areas.

Individual Landcarer Award 

Highly commended: Sue Connelly (Bredbo)
Sue is a committed and highly valued landcare volunteer of the Monaro region. Sue has been a proactive member of a number of landcare and community organisations in the region including, Bredbo Landcare Group, the Upper Murrumbidgee Landcare Committee and the Kosciuszko to Coast Partnership. Sue is a highly regarded, and well respected landcare volunteer with a wealth of skills, information and knowledge that she is most readily willing to share with other members of the community. Her tireless efforts and countless volunteer hours are a testament to her character.

Highly commended: Ian Auldist (Hay)
For 35 years, Ian Auldist has championed sustainable agriculture and NRM issues in the western Riverina. Ian has played a very large part in maintaining Landcare presence in the Hay district. Whether as an office bearer or volunteer on local Landcare projects, Ian has lead by example.
Ian has spent countless hours in preparation of funding applications for projects to extend the Landcare ethic, many of these applications have been successful and the resultant outcomes have improved the local landholders’ appreciation of the natural resource assets they have to manage.
Ian's passion for rangelands and their monitoring and management has been the catalyst for him to organise many forums, in conjunction with Hay Landcare, aimed at sustainably managing pastoral lands. Ian's passion for Landcare and drive has kept Landcare in Hay alive.
Winner: Geoff Henderson (Binalong)
Geoff Henderson has demonstrated an outstanding commitment to Landcare, contributing unselfishly towards: the operation and well-being of the Harden-Murrumburrah and Binalong Landcare groups; the conduct of a demonstration of the effects of organic and conventional fertilisers on soil characteristics and pasture productivity; and serving as a member of the Murrumbidgee Landcare Inc. executive committee for several years. 

Geoff Henderson’s contribution to Landcare is outstanding.  For over ten years, Geoff has contributed to Binalong Landcare as Chair, group representative and participant in field days and projects including acid soil remediation, native pasture management, reforestation and stream monitoring.  His commitment to the Landcare ethic and local community is exemplary.
MEDIA CONTACT: Lisa Thomas 

Phone: 02 6932 3255   Email: lisa.thomas@cma.nsw.gov.au
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