
 
 

   
 

Riverina Murray Landcare Update Thursday 28th June 

2018 

What’s been happening 

 

Thurs 21 June HARDEN MURRUMBURRAH LANDCARE Annual General Meeting.Following the AGM will be 

a soils workshop conducted by Mark Glover,  CSIRO - Land & Water 

 
21 June Evening Conversation - Adapting Land Management in Our Area 
Public · Hosted by Bowning-Bookham Landcare Group - Steven Crimp from the Australian National 
University's Climate Change Institute http://climate.anu.edu.au/about-us/people/steven-crimp  is going to lead 
a conversation about what's expected to happen in our local climate and what we can do. We'll talk about the 
trends, different actions we can take as land holders and as a community, and what seems to be working 
elsewhere. Join us for dinner from 6:30pm, there'll be a short business meeting from 7:15pm and start the 
Evening Conversation from 7:30pm.  
 
21-22 June Holbrook Landcare Network is stuck in-between their new and old offices due to an un-named 
telco’s inefficient and frustrating lack of service. 
 
Fri 22 June The staff and 180 students, 20 special guests and general public of Hay Public School opened 
their Dhangaang Bush Tucker garden on Friday with Lemon myrtle damper and wattle seed scones were 
served with Davidson plum jam.....yummy.They had traditional dances by the tirkandi inaburra youth group 
which included language education.It was a great day. Images here in dropbox link 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/u03gnb5216rja0w/AAB3krCGWrLBM4M6LovG0_PSa?dl=0 
Kathy Duncan Kitchen Garden Specialist Ph: 02 69931270  
 
Sat 23rd June Young District Landcare hosted 40 people from Illabo, Tumberumba and Temora for a 
microbat workshop with guest presenter Michael Pennay which was a very informative day. Michael is an 
expert and photographer who has researched bats for over 20 years in Australia, Papua New Guinea and the 
Solomon Islands. Michael will introduce the many 'undercover' bat species that call the Young district home, 
their characteristics, where they live and what they get up to around us each night in their hidden world under 
the cover of darkness. Learn why they are useful to have around, even if we can't see (or hear) them.   
  
Tues 25 June Central Murray BestWool  BestLamb annual Wakool night, Dynamic Business Planning. 
Presentations will not be concentrating specifically on sheep meat and wool, they will be covering most 
commodities produced on farm in our region. Since the year 2000 we have gone through a period of fairly rapid 
change therefore we thought that it would be a good idea to talk about events and the circumstances that 
pushed the change, and what lies ahead for specific markets and the whole community. This event is 
extremely important for the future of our community. Phil Townsend has been conducting an  analysis of the 
socio economic data from our region and will explain how this information can be used for forward planning by 
farmers and support businesses. Registration starting at 5:30 pm, finger food will be available while we register 
and we aim to start at 6:00 pm. Early RSVP would be much appreciated. Rick Ellis Co-ordinator Central Murray 

BESTWOOL/BESTLAMB PO Box 79, SWAN HILL  VIC  3585 M : 0428 372 357 P: 03 5037 2357 E : 
rick.ellis@wmlig.org  

http://climate.anu.edu.au/about-us/people/steven-crimp
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/u03gnb5216rja0w/AAB3krCGWrLBM4M6LovG0_PSa?dl=0
mailto:rick.ellis@wmlig.org


 
 

   
 

 
 
 

Consultations, Conferences, Courses and Awards 
The Australian Financial Review 100 Women of Influence Awards presented by Qantas encompasses ten categories, 

with the aim of identifying a diverse group of women championing change in business and society.  

The Awards uncover and promote Australian women who have dedicated their time and energy to help and encourage 

other women in their industry, and who are fighting for change every day. Nominations close Friday 6 July 2018. For 

more information visit: http://www.afrwomenofinfluence.com.au/awards/ 

 

2018 Pest Fishing Competition – Entries open now! After some great feedback from the community we have now 

scheduled the 2018 National Pest Fishing Competition to commence in October. For all the details and how to get 

involved see below or go to our webpage. We have also opened up an early bird offer to make it easier to participate! 
The 2018 Pest Fishing Competition is the first national event of its kind helping your local Councils and your region raise 
awareness of damage pest fish cause to our natural environment. The event is run by CitySmart on behalf of 
participating local Councils and community organisations across Australia. 

• It will be held over a competition window from 20th October to 25th November 2018, allowing you to select the 
most suitable day and time for your community 

• A fun-based activity for residents catching pest fish 
• Increasing publicity 
• Promote current Council and regional programs 
• Friendly competition with other Councils – a leader board will run online and a national winning Council area will 

be announced after all site totals are posted 
• For residents, a free, fun day out with friends and family with prizes to be won. 

Applications open:June 2018  Competition period: 20 October – 25 November 2018 
Simply download and complete the 2018 National Pest Fishing Competition Entry Form here (also attached) and email to 
events@citysmart.com.au 
Find out more Contact the Events team at CitySmart events@citysmart.com.au  
ph:  07 3007 7000 web:  www.citysmart.com.au/events/pest-fishing/ 
  
Want to get involved and report conditions on your farm? The NSW DPI Farm Tracker app allows you to take stock of 
conditions at your place. The app allows you to record rainfall, pasture availability, livestock conditions, crop 
performance and other on farm conditions. This allows you to keep a record of your farm over time, or use the 
information to compare different areas of your farm. If updated regularly this can help provide a valuable record of how 
seasonal conditions affect your property. The information you collect will also contribute to the Government’s seasonal 
conditions monitoring. The data from your reports provides a valuable ground truth of the information in NSW DPI’s 
seasonal conditions monitoring systems. Over time your data will also help improve the accuracy of early warning for all 
farmers across NSW. This is particularly valuable in areas where there are few rain gauges. 
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/climate-and-emergencies/droughthub/cdi/edis-self-reporting 
  
 

https://www.citysmart.com.au/events/pest-fishing/
https://www.citysmart.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/2018-National-Pest-Fishing-Competition-ENTRY-FORM-V5.pdf
mailto:events@citysmart.com.au
http://www.citysmart.com.au/events/pest-fishing/
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/climate-and-emergencies/droughthub/cdi/edis-self-reporting


 
 

   
 

The NSW/ACT Regional Achievement and Community Awards  are designed to encourage, acknowledge and reward 
the valuable contributions individuals, communities and businesses are making throughout regional and rural NSW & 
the ACT.Do you know an individual, group or organisation who deserves to be recognised? We would love for you to 
enter July 2018! 
 
Nominations are now open for the prestigious NSW Roadside Environmental Management Award sponsored by the 
NSW Roadside Environment Committee as part of the 2018 Local Government Excellence in the Environment Awards. 
The award incorporates, but is not limited to: 
• Assessment of roadside environments. 
• Preparation of roadside vegetation management plans or similar. 
• Implementation of roadside vegetation management plans or actions to support the roadside environment 
including staff/contractor training, community education, and demonstrated integration with other council plans or 
processes. 
• Monitoring and evaluation of roadside vegetation management plans or similar. 
More details and how to apply are provided below. 
 
To celebrate World Environment Day, LGNSW is opening nominations for the 2018 Excellence in the Environment 
Awards.  The Awards recognise outstanding achievements by local government in NSW in managing and protecting the 
environment. This year the Excellence in the Environment Awards celebrate twenty one years of inspiration from NSW 
councils in programs, projects and people across 15 award categories. A new category, the Sustainable Infrastructure 
Award, is available this year. The Awards culminate in two prestigious Local Sustainability Awards: one for overall council 
performance, and one to recognise the individual achievements of a council staff member or elected councillor in the 
field of sustainability. 
 
The awards are for projects undertaken during the period from January 2017 to May 2018. All local government 
organisations are encouraged to put forward an entry. Submit your entry online now. Award Categories 
•  Asbestos Management sponsored by SafeWork NSW 
•  Climate Change Action sponsored by the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage 
•  Communication,  Education and Empowerment sponsored by the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage 
•  Community Sharps Management sponsored by NSW Ministry of Health 
•  Invasive Species Management sponsored by Department of Primary Industries 
•  Innovation in Planning, Policies and Decision Making sponsored by WolfPeak 
•  Natural Environment Protection and Enhancement: on-ground works sponsored by the NSW Office of 
Environment and Heritage 
•  Roadside Environmental Management sponsored by NSW Roadside Environment Committee 
•  Resource Recovery 
•  Community Waste Services 
•  Behaviour Change in Waste 
•  Sustainable Infrastructure sponsored by the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage 
•  Water Management sponsored by Water Directorate 
Sustainability Awards , The Awards culminate with the two prestigious Local Sustainability Awards: one for overall 
council performance and one to recognise the individual achievements of a council staff member or elected Councillor in 
the field of sustainability.  
• Local Sustainability Award sponsored by Local Government Super and the NSW Office of Environment and 
Heritage, includes a $10,000 prize for an overseas study tour or a professional development program for council staff. 
• Louise Petchell Memorial Award for Individual Sustainability sponsored by Local Government Super. 



 
 

   
 

All details on how to apply are available on the Awards website. Entries close on Monday 30 July 2018.  
 
SHARE THE GRAIN STORY GrainGrowers is holding a competition for children between the ages of 5 and 18 living on a 
grains farm anywhere in Australia – or who has relatives who do – to tell the story about your family’s history on a grains 
farm, which blends together the past and the future. Prizes include a drone, a goPro and an iPad. Deadline 17 
September. social@graingrowers.com.au 
 
2018 AgriFutures™ Rural Women’s Award Gala Dinner & National Announcement confirmed for Monday, 15 October 
2018. The seven inspiring women recently announced as 2018 AgriFutures™ Rural Women’s Award state and territory 
winners will gather in Canberra for the announcement of the National Winner and Runner Up during a gala dinner in the 
Great Hall, Parliament House on Monday, 15 October 2018. The Gala Dinner & National Announcement will be hosted 
by 2017 AgriFutures™ Rural Women’s Award National Winner Tanya Dupagne. The black tie event will be attended by 
alumni, industry and private sector leaders, government officials, parliamentarians and media. For the second year in a 
row, the event is open to the public to purchase tickets online.  
 
The 2018 state and territory winners vying for the National title are:   
•    Linda Blackwood, NT  
•    Allison Clark, TAS  
•    Melissa Connors, VIC  
•    Darrylin Gordon, WA  
•    Jillian Kilby, NSW/ACT  
•    Alex Thomas, SA 
•    Krista Watkins, QLD 
Tickets to the 2018 AgriFutures™ Rural Women’s Award Gala Dinner are on sale until 5.00pm, Friday 28 September 
(unless sold out prior) at agrifutures.com.au.  
 
Farm decision making and climate change: Opportunity to participate 
Decisions land managers make are based on research, training and often ‘rules of thumb’. These rules of thumb can 
guide decisions such as when to join, what pastures perform better, what paddocks you use for off shears etc.  
Variations we are beginning to experience as part of climate change may have an influence on these accepted rules of 
thumb. Researchers from the Australian National University and University of Technology Sydney have a current 
research project exploring agricultural adaptations to climate change and are looking for land managers to help them!  
If you choose to participate in this study, researchers will ask you to: 
Complete discussions, either in person or over the phone (up to 3 in the year) 
Attend one or two (1 day) workshops over the year 
Researchers would schedule activities around your availability. 
Through combining the expertise of the farmers involved in the study with the research from ANU and UTS, the 
researchers will develop rules-of-thumb which are useful and appropriate to climate change adaptation decision-
making. For more information, view the project fact sheet here, or contact  Steven Crimp, ANU - (02) 6125 7265 or 
steven.crimp@anu.edu.au. 
 
Sheep producer feedback is needed for animal health monitoring and preparedness study. This online questionnaire 
takes around 30 minutes and is anonymous. It is being conducted by Charles Sturt University, Australian Bureau of 
Agricultural Resource Economics and Sciences and CSIRO as part of a Rural Research and Development for Profit project. 
By submitting a survey response, you will have the opportunity to go into a prize draw to win an iPad or one of 20 of 

http://elink.agrifutures.com.au/c/4/?T=ODc4NDYxNzQ%3AMDItYjE4MTQ3LTc5NzBlMTU4ODYzZjRkNzM4ZDI0YTU0ZjNhYTU2ZjBm%3AYnZhbnplbGxhQG1saS5vcmcuYXU%3AY29udGFjdC0zYzRjMDE2NmJlYjJlNzExODBjNzAwMGMyOTI2MGZjOC00M2NhYTVjYTA3ODc0OGJhOTVjZjcyZmU2NzliMzE3Yg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMA%3A%3AaHR0cDovL3d3dy5hZ3JpZnV0dXJlcy5jb20uYXUvP19jbGRlZT1ZblpoYm5wbGJHeGhRRzFzYVM1dmNtY3VZWFUlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC0zYzRjMDE2NmJlYjJlNzExODBjNzAwMGMyOTI2MGZjOC00M2NhYTVjYTA3ODc0OGJhOTVjZjcyZmU2NzliMzE3YiZlc2lkPTEwMmE1ZGZiLWNlNWYtZTgxMS04MGQ1LTAwMGMyOTI2MGZjOA&K=hxMZmgeadoZIoO3nlaPEqQ
http://elink.agrifutures.com.au/c/4/?T=ODc4NDYxNzQ%3AMDItYjE4MTQ3LTc5NzBlMTU4ODYzZjRkNzM4ZDI0YTU0ZjNhYTU2ZjBm%3AYnZhbnplbGxhQG1saS5vcmcuYXU%3AY29udGFjdC0zYzRjMDE2NmJlYjJlNzExODBjNzAwMGMyOTI2MGZjOC00M2NhYTVjYTA3ODc0OGJhOTVjZjcyZmU2NzliMzE3Yg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3A%3AaHR0cDovL3d3dy5hZ3JpZnV0dXJlcy5jb20uYXUvcGVvcGxlLWxlYWRlcnNoaXAvcnVyYWwtd29tZW5zLWF3YXJkL2N1cnJlbnQtd2lubmVycy8_X2NsZGVlPVluWmhibnBsYkd4aFFHMXNhUzV2Y21jdVlYVSUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LTNjNGMwMTY2YmViMmU3MTE4MGM3MDAwYzI5MjYwZmM4LTQzY2FhNWNhMDc4NzQ4YmE5NWNmNzJmZTY3OWIzMTdiJmVzaWQ9MTAyYTVkZmItY2U1Zi1lODExLTgwZDUtMDAwYzI5MjYwZmM4&K=kdJiFhsTSJ_V3cGDkl8Wrg
http://elink.agrifutures.com.au/c/4/?T=ODc4NDYxNzQ%3AMDItYjE4MTQ3LTc5NzBlMTU4ODYzZjRkNzM4ZDI0YTU0ZjNhYTU2ZjBm%3AYnZhbnplbGxhQG1saS5vcmcuYXU%3AY29udGFjdC0zYzRjMDE2NmJlYjJlNzExODBjNzAwMGMyOTI2MGZjOC00M2NhYTVjYTA3ODc0OGJhOTVjZjcyZmU2NzliMzE3Yg%3AZmFsc2U%3AMg%3A%3AaHR0cDovL3d3dy5hZ3JpZnV0dXJlcy5jb20uYXU_X2NsZGVlPVluWmhibnBsYkd4aFFHMXNhUzV2Y21jdVlYVSUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LTNjNGMwMTY2YmViMmU3MTE4MGM3MDAwYzI5MjYwZmM4LTQzY2FhNWNhMDc4NzQ4YmE5NWNmNzJmZTY3OWIzMTdiJmVzaWQ9MTAyYTVkZmItY2U1Zi1lODExLTgwZDUtMDAwYzI5MjYwZmM4&K=mVa25sZOiLEEzNCrkOfB6Q
mailto:steven.crimp@anu.edu.au


 
 

   
 

$50.00 retail gift vouchers. Click here to complete the survey, or use the following address in your browser 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/sheep03 
 
9 July - 11 July 2018   GRDC Innovation Generation (Wagga Wagga). TBC (please contact event organiser for more 
details). Innovation Generation (IG), is the leading annual gathering for under 35s working in the Australian grains 
industry. 
 
24-26 July NSW Farmers Annual Conference 2018 at Luna Park, Milsons Point, SYDNEY 
https://www.nswfarmers.org.au/NSWFA/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=NSWFAAC 
 
31 July -2 Aug Australian Grains Industry Conference in  Melbourne, VIC 
https://www.ausgrainsconf.com/australia 
 
 Jul 26 - 27 Agribusiness Today Forum, TBC venue and location 
 
Friday 27 July 2018 APCC12 Early-bird Registrations are now open! 
Join us for a week of exciting presentations, local field trips and a 1-day threatened plant translocation workshop! One 
of our plenary speakers, Dr Jen Silcock from the Threatened Species Recovery Hub, will talk about the 60,000 year 
history of plant translocations in Australia. Download Jen's conference abstract here. There will be a night tour to 
Mulligans Flat Woodland Sanctuary, and a Field Trip to Barrer Hill Woodland Restoration Project with Greening Australia 
to view a variety of restoration and translocation techniques including the endangered Button Wrinklewort (Rutidosis 
leptorrhynchoides). There will also be free tours of the Herbarium and the Australian National Botanical Gardens, and 
you'll be able to take home free copies of the 2019 ACT Threatened Plants Calendar and the new 3rd Edition of the 
ANPC's Translocation Guidelines! The APCC12 Call for Abstracts is also now open - submissions close Friday 27 July 2018. 
Download the APCC12 registration form here. NB.Online registration will be available very soon! And join the ANPC 
today to receive considerable discounts on your registration fees! 
  
26 July 2018 GRDC Grains Research Update (Moama) 9:00am - 1:00pm The GRDC Grains Research Update events 
provide agronomists, consultants, researchers and growers with a forum to showcase innovative thinking and the latest 
research outcomes relevant to modern farming systems. View full details 
 
7-9 Aug 19th Australian Cotton Conference cottonshippers@bigpond.com 
http://www.australiancottonconference.com.au/ 
 
11 August 2018 Citizen Science: Challenges and Benefits for Biodiversity Conservation 
The Citizen Science Forum will explore a wide range of issues relating to the challenges and benefits of Citizen Science 
(CS) in biodiversity conservation. Presentations will be 15-20 minutes duration, with a panel Q&A session at the end of 
each thematic segment. Those interested in presenting should contact The Hut Environment and Community 
Association. Registration opens 1 May 2018.In Brisbane 
 
13-14 Aug in Canberra for Crawford Foundation  2018 Annual Conference “Reshaping Ag for Better 
 
14 - 16 August Australia New Zealand Biochar Conference (ANZBC18) will be held on Tuesday at Southern Cross 
University Gold Coast Campus, Bilinga, Qld, Australia. 
 

https://farmingtogether.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c42e11980d41417cd1b3877f&id=8f091ae112&e=efd9f8bf30
https://farmingtogether.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c42e11980d41417cd1b3877f&id=40116e0827&e=efd9f8bf30
https://grdc.com.au/events/list/2018/03/innovation-generation
https://grdc.com.au/events/list/2018/03/innovation-generation
https://www.nswfarmers.org.au/NSWFA/Events/Event_Display.aspx?EventKey=NSWFAAC
https://www.ausgrainsconf.com/australia
https://asn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25ed37b67e649fdb73a547ccb&id=62bd20727e&e=f37220f6d6
https://asn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25ed37b67e649fdb73a547ccb&id=c26768b62c&e=f37220f6d6
https://asn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25ed37b67e649fdb73a547ccb&id=894d97c3a2&e=f37220f6d6
https://asn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25ed37b67e649fdb73a547ccb&id=6a6e4564e3&e=f37220f6d6
https://asn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25ed37b67e649fdb73a547ccb&id=6a6e4564e3&e=f37220f6d6
https://asn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25ed37b67e649fdb73a547ccb&id=a48fdeb1ac&e=f37220f6d6
http://mail.grdcsubscribers.com.au/lz/lz.aspx?p1=0507035S1248&CC=&w=41305&cID=0&cValue=1
http://www.australiancottonconference.com.au/
http://www.australiancottonconference.com.au/
https://nrmjobs.com.au/noticeboard/2018/20000315/Forum_Citizen_Science_Challenges_Benefits_for_Biodiversity_Conservation
https://www.crawfordfund.org/
https://anzbc.org.au/?_cldee=YnZhbnplbGxhQG1saS5vcmcuYXU%3D&recipientid=contact-3c4c0166beb2e71180c7000c29260fc8-44a86c0654e248afba25f1aac9834198&esid=5e1f8aac-292e-e811-80cf-e9ee9039494d


 
 

   
 

15-16 August CSIRO AgCatalyst at Melbourne Park, VIC At AgCatalyst, attendees can examine the latest in digital 
technologies, data science and next generation genomics, delve into biologicals, materials science and new bioproducts, 
and discuss the latest developments in food science, precision agriculture and robotics. Serving up value is the theme 
for 2018 with live demonstrations of cutting edge agriculture technology, latest food products and unique networking 
opportunities.   500-600 attendees are expected from agribusiness, peak industry bodies, rural research funders and 
providers, universities, CSIRO and policy-makers in innovation. https://www.csiro.au/en/Research/AF/Areas/AgCatalyst 
 
Nominations for the 2018 NSW/ACT Regional Achievement and Community Awards are opening on Wednesday 30th 
May! Including the Prime Super Agricultural Innovation Award, Great prizes are up for grabs, plus every person or 
group nominated will receive a certificate of achievement. To find out more please click here. Nominations Close 16 
August 
 
2018 New South Wales/Australian Capital Territory Biosecurity Roundtable, Sydney on Thursday 30 August 2018. This 
event is presented by the National Biosecurity Committee, and co-hosted by the Australian Government Department of 
Agriculture and Water Resources and the New South Wales Department of Primary Industries and the Environment 
Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate. PLEASE REGISTER FOR THE NSW/ACT BIOSECURITY ROUNDTABLE BY 
CLICKING HERE 
 
24 August AIM Breakfast Yarrawonga ‘Acknowledge Inspire Mingle’ 
  
17 August to 2 September for 'NSW Sustaining Landcare Week’, supported by the NSW Parliamentary Friends of 
Landcare (PFL).  Sustaining Landcare is about securing the services and support Landcare groups need to carry out their 
valuable projects and activities. We need to raise awareness of the consequences if Landcare does not have access to 
core infrastructure such as Local Coordinators and central support services. Landcare NSW has advised the NSW 
Government and all political parties that the cost of Landcare support over four years is $32.5 million. Because of your 
hard work, Members of Parliament (MPs) are beginning to understand the issues.  But there’s more work to do, hence 
we hope you will read this email and take action. 
 
Our State Minister, the Hon Niall Blair, has received a copy of the Progress Report on the NSW Local Landcare 
Coordinator Initiative. We encourage all Landcarers to read this report and share it among your networks. It highlights 
the positive difference Landcare is making with the support of the NSW Government and Local Land Services. Educating 
our elected representatives about Landcare is an ongoing challenge and a great opportunity.  For this reason, Landcare 
NSW is coordinating a statewide event to reach out to MPs and raise awareness of Landcare. While national ‘Landcare 
Week’ would seem the obvious opportunity, this is held in September when the NSW Parliament is in session making it 
impossible for MPs to attend events in their electorates.  
 
Our aim is to encourage Landcare regions to hold an event to showcase your group and activities to your local Member 
of Parliament and other candidates in your electorate. This will assist groups to form a relationship with their local MP 
and other key stakeholders, including Local Land Services. If you already have this relationship, inviting them to an event 
will help to keep it alive. By holding activities statewide over the course of a week or 10 days we aim to increase our 
impact and raise awareness of Landcare. 
 
This event may be something you already have planned: a tree planting, a field day, a working bee, a guided walk, an 
education session…the key is to make sure you invite your local MP! Please invite your Federal MP, too, as we also want 
to build relationships with representatives in Canberra. The PFL will send a notice to all NSW Members of Parliament 
encouraging them to accept the invitation to attend a local Landcare event in their electorate and will also encourage 

https://www.csiro.au/en/Research/AF/Areas/AgCatalyst
https://u5757913.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=YJeWiNzG7crIChenJVrU7CZGVPtSdFT4X6cS9PfmXyRTrwaMDOad-2BpVHrvXKJMZyoeXrJPa8l506KshdAzbAPP0EKFBVKTqsME72yL2U31YgOXd1WXgu4FCDcn2RExIK2Kl9pvaIuA-2F1Cmh4W-2B4LdQ-3D-3D_gq0MtkxBY5hj10fuXveSb-2BjAxec-2FwVx5Ckn8xnRsPelXXU5dvp76VOsK05j1NzgwfiX71xvUEWzZWrAIlxw0djHD-2FRWb8MwF9EDt31BJuZ57qmwycSCroPZy4n6fsYIXtLNKbBi7rrVlo-2B1cTYn5wZC1V2uSL33bFw-2FuNjZJDrog-2BnBZGuJGFW7kUUFgsC0Ze6HcoJf7Y-2BtuUuaq1CNp2u2cayYc4wz3Sjht8S5Fp-2FUVy2Aex1FzNR1VAt5QN7LDFtfCBHTtr6VzGdG-2BSbC5TtYdNUPY8RJM9W6mN9jh9tUrYZ6lVq0hkfGePAey94pPzateyQIEfkwJsh57tcWx6g-3D-3D
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/2018-nswact-biosecurity-roundtable-tickets-42649762588
https://landcare.nsw.gov.au/local-landcare-coordinator-initiative/llci-progress-report-april-2018/
https://landcare.nsw.gov.au/local-landcare-coordinator-initiative/llci-progress-report-april-2018/


 
 

   
 

them to get in touch with the Local Landcare Coordinator in their region to find out about upcoming events. The PFL 
Chair Kevin Anderson, Member for Tamworth, has committed to organising a debate (a Notice of Motion) in the 
Legislative Assembly of the NSW Parliament the week beginning 17 September which will enable all MPs to speak about 
Landcare in their electorate and the events they attended. In order to ensure the likelihood of your MP being able to 
attend your event, can you please send out an invitation to the MPs’ offices ASAP and at the latest by mid-June.  
  
14th September FarmLink Open Day 2018 
  
25 August - 29 August 2019  19th Australian Agronomy Conference (Wagga Wagga) 
National conference for agronomists to network and share research results. View full details 
  
September  Twilight Weed and Crop Walk, Graham Centre Field Site, Wagga 
The annual John Ralph Essay Competition was established in honour of John Ralph, the inaugural Chairman of the 
Australian Farm Institute. John made a major contribution to the Australian Farm Institute during his six years of 
chairmanship, and always insisted that comprehensive and objective research should be the basis for policy decisions, 
particularly for a sector such as agriculture, which has a wide diversity of different commodity groups and business 
arrangements 
The topic for the 2018 John Ralph Essay Competition is: Society should determine the right to farm. 
There are two categories for this competition: 
• The Open category is open to anyone, including students, farmers, agribusiness participants, policy-makers, 
consultants, researchers, etc. 
• The Novice category is open to persons 25 years of age or under, on Saturday 31st of December 2018. 
The two winning entries will be selected by a panel of judges and these will be published in the Summer 2018 edition of 
the Farm Policy Journal, to be released in December, 2018. 
Visit the Australian Farm Institute website for more information.  
Entries close 5pm on Monday, 3 September 2018. 
 
All September  National Biodiversity Month 
 
1st September National Wattle Day (link is external) - 
 
9th to 12th Sept 2018 21st Australasian Weeds Conference The Weed Society of New South Wales Inc., on behalf of the 
Council of Australasian Weed Societies Inc., will be hosting the 21st Australasian Weeds Conference in the popular 
Sydney beach side suburb of Manly from 9 - 12 September 2018. This biennial conference carries on a long tradition of 
bringing the weed management community together to discuss new developments and share information about cutting-
edge and best weed management practices. The conference attracts over 250 delegates from across Australasia and 
globally. Delegates will come together to network with peers, engage with industry sponsors, listen and participate in 
presentations and field trips on a variety of topics including;More information: www.21awc.org.au 
 
10th - 13th September: 68th Australasian Grain Science Conference: Grain Science Transforming our future (Wagga 
Wagga). The conference themes of market intelligence, capacity building and value adding technologies align with 
GRDC's aim of investing in RD&E that creates enduring profitability for Australian grain growers 
 
17 & 18 September Australian Regional Development Conference at Tweed Heads 
 
SER Australasia Conference 2018 - Brisbane, 25-28 September 2018 

http://mail.grdcsubscribers.com.au/lz/lz.aspx?p1=0507035S1248&CC=&w=40950&cID=0&cValue=1
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/biodiversity-month
http://www.wattleday.asn.au/about-wattle-day/about-wattle-day
http://www.21awc.org.au/
https://asn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25ed37b67e649fdb73a547ccb&id=4873828d5a&e=f37220f6d6


 
 

   
 

The Society for Ecological Restoration Australasia (SERA) is pleased to announce the 2018 conference ‘Striving for 
Restoration Excellence’ to be held at the University of Queensland, Brisbane. SERA is a collaborative effort. If you are a 
scientist, practitioner, manager, policy maker, planner or someone who cares about our bush, seas and waterways you 
do not want to miss this conference!  If you are interested in restoration planning and management or want to ensure 
restoration really makes a difference then this is the conference not to be missed. The proposed themes for SERA 2018 
are focused around four pillars: Principles & Practice – doing it right in restoration; Biomes - rainforests, woodlands, 
grasslands, seagrasses and beyond; Impact – making a change; Specialist Disciplines – seed technologies, provenance, 
marine restoration and more. Final call for Abstracts - deadline extended to 31 May! Click here for more information 
and submission details. 
 
Sept-Oct 2018 Birds In Backyard Spring Survey : Sept-Oct 2018 (and don’t forget about Bird Week and the Aussie 
Backyard Bird Count 22-28 Oct 2018) 
  
23 Nov AIM Breakfast Yarrawonga ‘Acknowledge Inspire Mingle’ 
  
December 4 Graham Centre End of Year Function, Convention Centre, CSU, Wagga 
  
10 – 12 October 2018 National Landcare Conference and Awards, to be held at the Brisbane Convention & Exhibition 
Centre from 10-12 October 2018. Themed ‘Landcare – Building a Better Tomorrow’, the 2018 National Landcare 
Conference and Awards is your opportunity to contribute to, engage with, and learn from your community and peers. 
Held over three exciting days, the event will deliver an engaging program with keynote speakers, informative 
presentations, social events, and educational field trips within close proximity to Brisbane’s CBD. Recognising the hard 
work and innovation of the Landcare community, the Landcare Awards gala dinner is a chance to let your hair down and 
celebrate the achievements of peers with the announcement of the National Landcare category winners and the 
People’s Choice Award winner. We officially welcome you to join us for what promises to be the leading knowledge-
sharing event for the Landcare movement in 2018. 
 
22 November 2018 National Biosecurity Forum (held in Canberra)  
 
5th December International Volunteer Day (link is external)  
 
5th December World Soil Day (link is external) - 
 

Grants, Funding, Scholarships & Opportunities 
Locations to find grants 

• Community builders: www.communitybuilders.nsw.gov.au 
• Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal: www.frrr.org.au 
• Grants Link:https://www.grants.gov.au/ 
• Regional Arts NSW: http://regionalartsnsw.com.au/grants 
• Business Projects: http://ausindustry.gov.au 
• Our Community: http://www.ourcommunity.com.au 
• Philanthropy: http://www.philanthropy.org.au 
• Business: https://www.business.gov.au/search?q=&c=assistance&c=events&c=advice 
• Equity Trustees administers a number of other charitable trusts and foundations which provide grants across a 

range of areas beyond our five pillars granting program areas. 

https://asn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25ed37b67e649fdb73a547ccb&id=953e80ec2e&e=f37220f6d6
https://asn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25ed37b67e649fdb73a547ccb&id=953e80ec2e&e=f37220f6d6
http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/
https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/
https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/
http://www.un.org/en/events/volunteerday/
http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/world-soil-day/background/en/
http://rdariverina.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=31325409128c56758f95d6c2d&id=a5207f4b16&e=a9f95533fc
http://rdariverina.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=31325409128c56758f95d6c2d&id=fdb3439ded&e=a9f95533fc
https://www.grants.gov.au/
http://rdariverina.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=31325409128c56758f95d6c2d&id=29f6328887&e=a9f95533fc
http://rdariverina.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=31325409128c56758f95d6c2d&id=9b7ed30ae9&e=a9f95533fc
http://rdariverina.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=31325409128c56758f95d6c2d&id=4c72337037&e=a9f95533fc
http://www.philanthropy.org.au/
http://rdariverina.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=31325409128c56758f95d6c2d&id=e5a3207934&e=a9f95533fc
http://www.eqt.com.au/charities-and-not-for-profits/grants


 
 

   
 

 

DROUGHT FUNDING To help farmers, their families and rural communities manage and respond to the current dry 
conditions, the NSW Government this week announced an additional $275 million in drought support measures. The 
FarmLink region is classified into two zones as either being on Drought Watch or Drought Onset.  

> Full details are available via the Droughthub website https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/climate-and-
emergencies/droughthub; https://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/drought-assistance-fund ; 
https://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/farm-innovation-fund or by contacting the Rural Assistance Authority or Rural 
Financial Counsellor Service https://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/other 

DROUGHT-AFFECTED FARMERS Support for farmers and their families facing drought has been boosted by $284 million 
in the NSW Budget 2018, bringing the NSW Government’s drought relief package to well over half a billion dollars. For 
more information please see the attached press release or go to https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/climate-and-
emergencies/droughthub. 
“To date, the Farm Innovation Fund has delivered $220 million to more than 1300 farmers to help build on-farm 
infrastructure, and prepare for and battle drought. “Our farmers are continuing to tell us that these loans are one of the 
best measures available, which is why we have decided to double the funding available, taking the Fund’s total value to 
$500 million.” The NSW Government will also expand the criteria of the Fund to deliver $50,000 seven-year interest free 
loans to allow producers to bring in fodder and grain to sustain stock on hand, as well as install key water infrastructure. 
The NSW Government’s drought package includes:   
An additional $250 million in the Farm Innovation Fund, which:  
o provides farmers with low-interest loans of up to $250,000 to improve farm infrastructure and help farmers prepare 
for and deal with drought;  
o introduces new loans of up to $50,000 that will be interest-free for seven years, to allow producers to bring in fodder 
and grain, to move livestock, or install key water infrastructure including troughs, underground pipes or water-saving 
technology;   
New criteria in the Farm Innovation Fund which allows farmers to use the loans to “bio-bank” the genetics of their herd 
that would otherwise be lost during destocking;  Additional staff within the Department of Primary Industries to process 
and streamline Farm Innovation Fund applications;  More than $4 million in mental health support for communities 
facing natural disaster and drought including:  
o Support for the Centre for Rural and Remote Mental Health, including continued funding for 13 statewide co-
ordinators to link rural people to the help they need; and  
o Additional counselling support through funding for the National Association for Loss and Grief, a Dubbo-based NGO.   
New funding of $25 million to build and operate three new Doppler radar weather stations in the Central West and Far 
West to improve weather forecasting and help farmers make better business decisions;   
A new kangaroo management plan to reduce kangaroo numbers in drought-hit areas, including:  
o Removing the need for landholders to physically tag culled kangaroos;  
o Removing the ‘shoot and let lie’ conditions to reduce bio-security risk;  
o Expanding the commercial harvest zone for kangaroos in the South East of NSW; and  
o Connecting landholders experiencing high kangaroo numbers with commercial harvesters through Local Land Services 
and other agencies.   
Up to $5 million towards helping local councils repair dirt roads damaged by the temporary access for heavy vehicles 
carrying feed, water and livestock. 
 

http://www.farmlink.com.au/CampaignProcess.aspx?A=Link&VID=30970036&KID=382111&LID=1199086
http://www.farmlink.com.au/CampaignProcess.aspx?A=Link&VID=30970036&KID=382111&LID=1199086
http://www.farmlink.com.au/CampaignProcess.aspx?A=Link&VID=30970036&KID=382111&LID=1199087
http://www.farmlink.com.au/CampaignProcess.aspx?A=Link&VID=30970036&KID=382111&LID=1199088
http://www.farmlink.com.au/CampaignProcess.aspx?A=Link&VID=30970036&KID=382111&LID=1199088
http://www.farmlink.com.au/CampaignProcess.aspx?A=Link&VID=30970036&KID=382111&LID=1199089
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/climate-and-emergencies/droughthub
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/climate-and-emergencies/droughthub


 
 

   
 

NSW Regional Weed and Pest Animal Management Drought Funding Program 2018/19. Eligible applicants include local 
government and Incorporated bodies e.g. Landcare/Producer groups. All parts of the Murray LLS region are within the 
eligible funding area. There is $1.5 M available for projects under the program across the state.  Closes 18 July 
https://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/drought/2018-19-weed-and-pest-animal-drought-project 
  
Apply here - Tara Fellowship application  The Tara Hunt Fellowship Our 1 Million Women Tara Hunt fellowship will offer 
a young woman the opportunity to undertake communications training to expand her skills and knowledge and bring 
those learnings back to 1 Million Women. It's a glorious four-week journey (broken up over 6 months - see dates below) 
with the 1 Million Women team to learn how to effectively communicate the challenges of climate change and 
encourage solutions. We are looking for young women between the ages of 18 to 25 years-old and based anywhere in 
Australia or New Zealand to apply for the fellowship. If you have a love of this earth and a desire to make a positive 
change, then you are the perfect candidate. All expenses will be covered including travel, accommodation, food and all 
on the ground costs. 
Application submissions close on Friday, 22nd June at 11:59pm (AEST). 
All Fellowship costs are covered. Accommodation will be provided during your stay in Sydney plus daily living expenses 
and all your travel costs to and from Sydney and during your stay will be covered. OVERVIEW OF THE FELLOWSHIP 

1. International Youth Media Summit - July 21st - August 9th 
2. Working with 1MW - for 2 weeks anytime before December 31st 2018 
3. 1MW Summit - Date to be confirmed (before end of 2018) 

 
Funding available with Greening Australia for superb parrot habitat on properties in the South west slopes area – Yass, 
Boorowa, Young, Harden, Jugiong. Assistance is available for landholders who wish to plant or direct seed trees and 
shrubs or erect fencing to protect woodland habitat greater than 10 hectares for the Superb Parrot. Nicki Taws (02) 6253 
3035, ntaws@greeningaustralia.org.au 
 
Country Arts Support Program (CASP) 2019 Applications close: Friday 3 August, 17:00 AEST  
CASP is an annual small grants program administered by Regional Arts NSW (RANSW) on behalf of Create NSW and is 
guided by the ACDP’s three major objectives: 

• A creative and vibrant NSW arts and cultural sector renowned for excellence and innovation (Quality). 
• State-wide engagement with diverse audiences and communities (Reach). 
• A resilient NSW arts and cultural sector (Health) and cultural activities. 

The 2019 CASP Guidelines are available here. Please note that applicants must contact their local Regional Arts 
Development Organisation (RADO) prior to submission. You can find your local RADO here. Those in non-contributing 
regional areas are encouraged to contact Regional Arts NSW. For more information visit 
regionalartsnsw.com.au/grants/casp 
 
Threatened Species Children’s Art Competition 2018 Art competition will be open for entries between June 4 and 
August 3 2018. Children from 5-12 years old in NSW are invited to unleash their creativity while learning about our 
threatened species.Each child chooses one of over 1000 threatened species in NSW, researches, then draws or paints it, 
and writes a short explanation of their work. Photographs of artworks and written explanations can be submitted on our 
website. Fifty finalists will be chosen for an exhibition in Sydney in September, with winners announced at Parliament 
House Sydney on September 7, Threatened Species Day.In 2018  there will be great prizes offered in different age 
categories: 5-7 year olds, 8-10 year olds, 11-12 year olds; and special prizes for Most Unusual Entry, Best Group Work 
Entry and Best Written Explanation. Best Plant Entry is a new category for prizes!  Some of the entries will be posted on 
Facebook as they come in and teachers will receive a certificate by email that they can print and hand out to every child 
who enters.Last year over 1600 children entered the competition. Sixty three primary schools got involved as well as 

https://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/drought/2018-19-weed-and-pest-animal-drought-project
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1aDP3UbId1LcrynLmE1G_w6gGeyigmsPuJSQQMp403Io/edit
https://regionalartsnsw.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0a70be35d23a958b027ccafae&id=35a4234e16&e=6407af66c6
https://regionalartsnsw.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0a70be35d23a958b027ccafae&id=bd51ea0fda&e=6407af66c6
https://regionalartsnsw.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0a70be35d23a958b027ccafae&id=21170a1fb5&e=6407af66c6
https://regionalartsnsw.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0a70be35d23a958b027ccafae&id=21170a1fb5&e=6407af66c6
http://aabr.cmail19.com/t/i-l-bdymdy-kkkydjydi-dh/
http://aabr.cmail19.com/t/i-l-bdymdy-kkkydjydi-dh/


 
 

   
 

numerous after school programs and private art schools. More information is available on the website  or you can email 
or call  on 0414958714 for flyers to be sent to you. 
Don’t be sheepish about taking this online survey Sheep producers are asked to take part in an online survey on animal 
health monitoring and preparedness as part of a study conducted by Charles Sturt University, Australian Bureau of 
Agricultural Resource Economics and Sciences and CSIRO. The anonymous survey takes around 30 minutes. Respondents 
go into the draw to win an iPad or one of 20 of $50 retail gift vouchers. Take the survey here 
 
LANDCARE LOTTERY Landcare Australia has launched a charity lottery with $1 million worth of prizes and 60% of ticket 
sales going directly to Landcare Australia. Tickets cost $25, and can be purchased at 
https://playforpurpose.com.au/landcare 
 
Murray Dairy Business Mentoring Program - A free session with an AgBiz Assist agricultural consultant to help you 
implement a farm business process or practice for your farm. How does it work? This program is open to dairy farmers 
within the Murray region, you can expect from the program: 

• A Consultation with an experienced financial mentor from AgBiz Assist 
• Mentors to work with you to help implement a farm business practice or skill, including record-keeping, 

accounting, budgeting or business analysis 
• Mentors will signpost farmers to tools, resources or services to enhance your business management, including 

programs such as DairyBase 
Any dairy farmers in the Murray region interested in improving their capability across farm business management and 
analysis should contact Lachlan Barnes at Murray Dairy on 0438 092 352 or lachlanb@murraydairy.com.au   
 

Landcare Receives Funding Boost for Dung Beetles Riverina Highlands Landcare Network is embarking on a 2 year 
project to look at the opportunities for maximising the use of dung beetles to improve pasture condition. With 
funding secured from Meat and Livestock Australia, the project will conduct a series of field trials to measure changes 
in cattle dung pads as a result of dung beetle activity. As part of the field trials, up to five species of beetles will be 
released across 5 participating properties. The producers involved will be helping with monitoring species survival 
rates and their spread across the property as well as their effectiveness in processing the dung. RHLN is looking for 5 
properties geographically spread across the region to be involved in this trial.  Landholders interested in being 
involved in the dung beetle trial should download a copy of the dung beetle project fact sheet and EOI which can be 
found at www.riverinahighlandslandcare.com.au. During the initial stage of the project the Landcare Network wishes 
to learn more about landholders current perceptions of dung beetles. We would appreciate you taking the time to 
complete the following survey. It should take about 5 minutes of your time. Your responses are voluntary, anonymous 
and will be confidential. Landholder Dung Beetle Survey 
 

Hort Innovation encourages all growers and industry participants to share their thoughts and ideas for the research 
and other investments they want to see – and it’s as simple as using our online Concept Proposal Form. Hort Innovation 
invests more than $100 million each year into initiatives and programs that provide benefit to Australian horticulture 
growers, the wider horticulture sector and the community. Each investment starts with an idea – and we’d love for you 
to share yours.  
 
Aid for NSW Farmer Upskill NSW farmers can take subsidised pre-approved courses through the State Government’s 
$45m Farm Business Skills Professional Development Program. Or farmers can apply for other professional development 
activities. Participants can claim reimbursement of up to 50% (GST-exclusive) up to $5000/farmer or $9000/farm 
business.   For further information www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/professional-development-program 

http://aabr.cmail19.com/t/i-l-bdymdy-kkkydjydi-dk/
https://agribusinessgippsland.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=19387c2c4bf7c56e342e006d4&id=311bb1e6e0&e=e3874cb2ef
https://playforpurpose.com.au/landcare
https://playforpurpose.com.au/landcare
mailto:lachlanb@murraydairy.com.au
http://www.riverinahighlandslandcare.com.au/
https://riverinahighlandslandcare.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a812d5dfe5c6aac2b8f529ba1&id=aaa9f7fb98&e=d581038c74
http://edms.horticulture.com.au/Forms/ConceptFormV2
https://riverinahighlandslandcare.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a812d5dfe5c6aac2b8f529ba1&id=71bb16eb0e&e=d581038c74
https://riverinahighlandslandcare.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a812d5dfe5c6aac2b8f529ba1&id=163ea2afb8&e=d581038c74
https://riverinahighlandslandcare.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a812d5dfe5c6aac2b8f529ba1&id=4151eef651&e=d581038c74
http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/assistance/professional-development-program


 
 

   
 

 
Indigenous Advancement Strategy Community Led Grants enable Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, 
communities and service providers to seek grant funding to address emerging needs and/or opportunities that they 
have identified as priorities. As a first step, potential applicants must discuss their proposal with their local PM&C 
Regional Network office, by calling 1800 079 098 and asking to speak to a staff member in their local office. Indigenous 
Advancement Strategy Community Led Grants Website 

https://www.dpmc.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/grants-and-funding/community-led-grants
https://www.dpmc.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/grants-and-funding/community-led-grants

